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SPEECH. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives ,  March  20,  1846 — On 
the  bill  to  raise  two  new  regiments  of  riflemen. 

The  bill  to  raise  two  new  regiments  of  riflemen,  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  being  under  consideration  in  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives, 

Mr.  YELL  obtained  the  floor,  and  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  My  position  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  by  which  this  bill 
was  reported,  renders  it  my  duty  in  some  degree  to 
explain  to  the  committee  of  the  House,  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
to  report  the  bill. 

The  increase  of  the  military  force  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  is  an  indispensable  and  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary  increase,  called  for  by,  and  corresponding 
with,  the  extent  of  territory  acquired  by  the  annexa¬ 
tion  of  Texas,  and  the  proposed  extension  of  a  cor¬ 
don  of  posts  on  the  route  to  Oregon.  The  bill  has 
not  been  reported  with  any  other  view  than  the 
protection  of  our  fortifications  and  extended  fron¬ 
tier — a  service  which  will  require  at  least  the  addi¬ 
tional  number  of  troops  now  asked  for.  Our  rela¬ 
tions  with  Great  Britain  and  Mexico,  threatening, 
as  they  do,  the  peace  of  the  country,  were  not  taken 
into  consideration  in  the  estimates  of  the  committee 
which  reported  this  bill.  Another  bill  has  been  re¬ 
ported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
is  now  upon  your  table,  which  looks  to  the  con¬ 
tingency  ot  a  rupture  with  a  foreign  power,  and  I 
hope  that  in  the  provisions  of  that  bill  the  House 
and  the  country  will  see  that  if  the  nation  is  forced 
into  such  a  collision,  we  have  provided  ample 
means,  and  placed  them  at  the  disposal  of  the  Exec¬ 
utive,  to  meet  any  contingency.  The  provisions 
Df  that  bill  look  alone  to  the  event  of  war,  which 
ipay  or  may  not  take  place,  as  our  adversaries  may 
in  their  wisdom,  decide. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Executive  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  that  of  the  commander-in¬ 
chief,  were  carefully  weighed  by  the  committee,  and 
received  their  favorable  consideration.  These  rec¬ 
ommendations  they  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  in 
the  bill  which  they  have  reported.  The  committee 
were  satisfied,  from  the  condition  of  the  army,  and 
the  e*jtent  of  territory  necessary  to  be  manned  and 
defended,  that  there  must  be  an  increase  of  force  to 
meet  the  necessary  demand;  that  the  present  skele¬ 
ton  of  an  army,  consisting  of  only  7,880  men,  rank 


and  file,  was  not  sufficient,  before  the  extension  of 
our  territory  by  the  admission  of  Texas,  to  man 
our  fortifications  on  the  seaboard  and  on  the  lakes, 
and  to  give  a  sufficient  force  upon  the  frontier,  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  St.  Peters  to  Fort  Washita,  on  Red 
river.  It  was  admitted  by  all  parties,  and  the  whole 
country  was  complaining  of  the  fact,  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  army  was  insufficient  even  to  man  our  fortifica¬ 
tions  on  the  seaboard  and  the  lakes.  How  much 
greater,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  necessity  of  an 
increase  of  the  army  to  defend  the  country  and  give 
protection  to  the  territory  acquired  by  the  admission 
of  Texas,  which  adds  at  least  five  hundred  miles  of 
coast  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  be  manned  and  forti¬ 
fied?  A  strong  fortification  should  be  constructed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine.  Another  at  Galveston 
is  indispensable  for  the  protection  of  that  beautiful 
and  flourishing  city,  destined  soon  to  command  the 
trade  of  all— or  nearly  all — of  southern  Texas.  Be¬ 
sides  a  fortification  at  that  place,  we  should— and  no 
doubt  will — establish  a  navy-yard,  all  of  which  will 
require  an  increased  force.  Another  fortification 
should  be  constructed  at  Matagorda  bay.  At  all 
events,  a  strong  and  extensive  fortification  should 
be  constructed  at  Brazos  deSt.  lago,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande.  All  this  seacoast  has  been  added 
during  the  last  year,  and  demands  our  immediate 
protection. 

Besides,  we  have  the  western  frontier  of  Texas, 
bordering  on  Mexico,  to  fortify  and  man  with  forts 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  to  exert  a  moral 
influence  upon  the  Mexicans  in  that  quarter.  The 
whole  extent  of  this  frontier  cannot  be  less  than 
one  thousand  miles,  if  we  intend  to  maintain  our 
claim  to  the  Rio  Grande,  which  I  presume  is  not 
questioned  by  any. 

In  addition  to  this  extension  of  frontier,  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  extend  our  line  of  defence  from 
Fort  Washita  on  Red  river,  in  a  westerly  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  Rio  Grande,  a  distance  of  not  less  than 
five  hundred  miles,  which  will  require  at  least  three 
stockade  forts,  with  a  strong  force  at  each  to  keep  in 
subjection  the  Cumanches,  Pawnees,  and  other 
wild  tribes,  and  prevent  them  from  destroying  the 
settlements  in  Texas. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  far  from  being  all. 
The  route  to  Oregon  must  be  fortified  and  manned. 
For  this  purpose  three  stockade  forts,  at  least,  will 
be  required,  and  one  regiment  of  riflemen,  and  one 
of  dragoons  will  be  necessary  for  their  defence,  and 
to  escort  the  emigrants  on  the  way  to  our  territory 
on  the  Pacific.  One  of  the  regiments  of  riflemen 
which  the  bill  now  before  the  committee  proposes 
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to  raise,  I  would  place  on  the  line  of  route  to  Ore¬ 
gon.  They  are  exactly  the  proper  kind  of  troops 
for  such  a  service;  and  with  a  company  of  artillery, 
and  one  or  two  of  dragoons  at  each  post,  would  be 
amply  sufficient  to  defend  the  forts,  and  to  afford 
protection  to  the  emigrants.  The  moral  effects  of 
such  a  system  of  fortification  and  garrison  could  not 
fail  to  be  most  salutary  on  the  wild  and  hostile  In 
dian  tribes  who  infest  that  region,  and  would  very 
soon  secure  the  emigrants  from  their  aggressions. 

The  other  regiment  of  riflemen,  with  a  portion 
of  the  artillery,  and  five  or  six  companies  of  the 
second  regiment  of  dragoons,  should  be  stationed 
on  the  northern  and  western  frontier  of  Texas. 
The  balance  of  the  dragoons  could  then  return  to 
the  Arkansas  and  Missouri  frontiers,  where  they 
are  much  wanted,  and  where  troops  must  be  placed 
to  afford. security.  This  we  demand  as  a  matter  of 
right,  government  having  thrown  upon  our  frontier 
some  sixty  thousand  Indian  warriors.  It  is  true 
that  ho  immediate  danger  or  hostility  is  apprehend 
ed  from  that  quarter.  But  who  can  tell  how  long 
the  present  pacific  policy  will  be  pursued  ?  In  or¬ 
der  to  preserve  our  present  friendly  relations  with 
these  Indian  tribes,  we  must  be  provided  with  a 
"force  sufficient  to  preserve  their  respect  for  our  citi¬ 
zens,  and  for  our  laws — a  respect  which  is  always 
paid  when  they  see  our  ability  to  command  it  by 
force. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  dwell  on  the  feet  of  the 
governmpnt  having  placed  upon  the  frontier  of  Ar¬ 
kansas  the  Florida  Indians,  who  entertain  (to  say 
the  least  of  it)  no  kind  feelings  towards  our  citizens, 
or  towards  their  neighboring  tribes,  and  who  can 
only  be  trusted  when  you  have  a  force  sufficient  to 
dejter  them  from  acts  of  hostility;  nor  will  time  now 
Suffice  to  dwell  on  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
remnant  of  that  once  brave  and  powerful  nation, 
the  Cheroktes.  From  them  the  white  men  have  no 
fear  of  hostilities;  but  dissensions  among  themselves, 
leading  to  intestine  wars  and  murders,  must  eventu¬ 
ally  end  in  the  destruction  of  that  gallant  people,  if 
the  government  does  not  interfere,  as  it  is  in  honor 
and  by  treaty  bound ,  to  protect  them  from  them¬ 
selves  and  from  each  other.  Thus  far  nothing  has 
been  found  capable  of  restraining  them  from  their 
own  destruction  but  the  strong  arm  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  “army  of  occupation”  in 
Texas  has  drained  from  our  frontier  more  than  half 
our  force,  and  has  left  us  almost  defenceless.  The 
same  complaint  is  justly  made  upon  the  seaboard, 
where  many  of  the  fortifications  are  left  without 
linen  enough  to  take  care  of  the  guns.  How  long 
we  are  to  remain  in  this  defenceless  condition,  will, 
in  a  great  degree,  depend  upon  the  temper  and  tone 
of  the  Mexican  government,  and  the  movements  of 
the  Mexican  troops  on  the  Rio  Grande;  for  I  pre¬ 
sume  that  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  final  result 
of  our  difficulties  with  that  government,  cannot 
much  lohger  exist.  Either  peace  or  war  must  soon  be 
definitely  determined  on.  But  in  the  natural  course 
of  events,  we  cannot  hope  for  a  return  Of  the  troops 
from  Texas  in  less  than  twelve  months,  if  So  soon. 

I  therefore  urge  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  in¬ 
crease  of  the  army— an  increase  sufficient  to  insure 
quiet  and  protection  to  every  portion  [of  our  vast 
frontier;  and  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
have  estimated  that  two  new  regiments  of  riflemen, 
with  the  addition  of  ten  men  to  each  company  of 
the  dragoons,  artillery,  and  infantry,  will  give  a 
force  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service. 


|  Mr.  Yell  said  he  desired  briefly  to  explain  the 
reasons  which  led  him  to  prefer  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of  the  House,  ol 
raising  two  regiments  of  riflemen,  to  that  contempla¬ 
ted  by  the  Senate  bill,  authorizing  one  additional  regi¬ 
ment  of  dragoons.  He  believed  the  service  did  not 
require  an  additional  force  of  mounted  men.  The 
cavalry  force  was  already  sufficient,  if  properly  sta¬ 
tioned,  and  with  the  mixed  corps  of  artillery  and 
riflemen,  the  two  existing  regiments  of  dragoons  were 
sufficient  to  protect  the  whole  western,  south,  and 
northwestern  frontiers,  and  the  route  to  Oregon.  They 
were  not  required  for  any  other  portion  of  the  country. 
He  admitted  that  they  were-an  indispensable  corps  foi 
the  frontiers,  but  argued  that  there  was  necessity  to 
increase  their  numbers,  if  the  stockade  forts  were 
manned  by  companies  of  riflemen.  The  dragoons 
were  only  needed  on  the  prairies,  and  to  give 
chace  to  the  enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  disturb  the 
posts,  or  attack  the  emigrants  on  their  route  to  Ore¬ 
gon.  Again,  on  the  score  of  economy,  a  vast  dif¬ 
ference  was  found  to  exist — a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
according  to  the  estimates  received  from  the  Wat 
Department,  costing  the  government  about  $210, 000 
per  annum;  while  the  proposed  two  regiments  of 
riflemen  would  be  a  charge  to  the  government 
of  only  about  $220,000 — making  the  cost  of  one 
regiment  of  dragoons  come  within  a  fraction  of  the 
sum  required  for  both  regiments  of  riflemen.  As  a 
matter  of  economy,  therefore,  he  would  prefer  the 
latter. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr.  Yell,)  permit  me 
here  to  say  a  few  words  in  defence  of  our  gallant 
army.  We  have  been  told  of  the  “superannuated” 
and  “supernumerary”  officers  of  the  army.  I  con¬ 
sider  the  charge  implied  by  these  appellations  to  be 
gratuitous,  and  not  founded  in  fact.  By  reference 
to  the  report  of  the  condition  of  the  army,  it  wll 
be  seen  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  officers  are  employ¬ 
ed  in  arduous  and  laborious  duties. 

Mr.  James  A.  Black,  (Mr.  Y.  yielding,)  in  aq 
explanation  upon  this  point,  said  that  the  report 
from  the  proper  department  showed  that  we  now 
have  three  officers  to  every  forty  men,  and  ninety-* 
five  “supernumerary”  officers  beside.  He  there? 
fore,  distinctly  said  that  they  were  supernumeraries. 
He  had  always  said  in  this  House,  and  he  repeated, 
that  these  men  are  employed,  but  they  are  employed 
in  place  of  officers  who  are  either  on  furlough,  or 
who  are  incapacitated  for  service  on  account  of  age 
or  disease.  He  further  expressed  himself  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  and  wished  an  amendment  made  to  if 
providing  for  the  immediate  disbanding  of  these  regi¬ 
ments  when  they  should  not  be  needed  for  the  de¬ 
fence  and  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Haralson,  (Mr.  Yell  still  yielding,)  upon 
(his  collateral  question  of  supernumerary  officers, 
referred  for  the  information  of  the  House,  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  army,  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  communicated  to  Con¬ 
gress  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session;  in- 
which,  speaking  of  thesupernu  meraries,  fie  says:  “95> 
brevet  second  lieutenants,  graduates  of  the  Military 
Academy — strangely  called  ‘  supernumeraries  *— 
are”  by  act  of  Congress  of  the  year  18 — ,  “attached? 
to  companies,  and  doing  duty  with  them.” 

Mr.  Yell  resumed  his  remarks,  and  said  my 
friend  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Haralson]  has  given  a 
true  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  “supernume¬ 
raries.”  They  are  the  young  cadets  who  have  not 
been  made  second  lieutenants,  but  who  are  all,  I  be? 
lieve,  actively  engaged  in  the  service,  and  doing  du- 
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,  some  of  them  as  lieutenants,  and  some,  I  believe, 
en  in  the  command  of  companies.  Thus  they 
e  on  duty  without  either  the  pay  or  the  honor  of  a 
nmission  for  the  stations  which  they  fill  with  so 
uch  credit  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  the 
vemment. 

I  feel  that  it  is  due,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  service, 
d  to  those  young  officers,  to  place  them  right  he¬ 
re  the  country.  It  is  but  scant  justice  to  give 
5m  credit  for  the  duty  which  they  perform  with- 
t  the  pay  or  the  rank  with  which  the  performance 
that  duty  should  be  accompanied.  What,  then, 
jst  be  the  injustice  of  branding  them  as  “supernu- 
;raries,”  and  imputing  to  them  as  a  fault  the  want 
rank  which  their  very  employment  proves  their 
less  to  receive? 

I  would  further  remark,  in  defence  of  the  army 
tm  the  charges  which  have  been  made  against  it, 
it  the  first  regiment  of  dragoons  has  performed 
)re  arduous  duty  in  the  course  of  the  last  few 
ars  than  almost  any  other  corps  in  the  service, 
le  commanding  officer  has  been  with  his  regiment 
■  the  last  twelve  months,  under  canvass,  exposed 
all  the  hardships  and  dangers  which  are  common 
the  wilderness  through  which  they  passed  on 
;ir  tour  to  the  South  pass  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
ns,  encountering  the  dangers  of  attack  from  hos- 
i^Indians,  the  cold  blasts  from  the  snowy  moun- 
ns,  and  the  exposure  to  hunger,  and  the  depriva- 
n  of  all  the  comforts  of  life.  This  duty  has  been 
•formed  by  Col.  Kearney  and  his  command  with- 
t  a  murmur,  while  those  stationed  upon  the  sea- 
ird  and  the  lakes  have  been  in  good  quarters,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  the  comforts  of  life.  Are  these 
:  holiday  services  of  supernumerary  and  superan- 
ated  officers? 

t  is  due  also  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  2d 
iment  of  dragoons  to  state  that  they,  too,  “have 
n  some  service.”  It  is  not  many  years  since 
s  regiment  returned  from  Florida,  where  they 
re  employed  in  the  most  painful  and  laborious 
.y.  Of  the  hardships,  toils,  and  dangers,  of  the 
>rida  war,  1  need  not  speak — a  thankless,  yet 
st  arduous  service,  where  fatigue  and  danger 
re  certain,  and  glory  most  remote.  Where  a 
ted  and  ambushed  foe  was  not  more  fatal  than  the 
eases  and  malaria  which  formed  the  atmosphepe 
lis  hiding  place — where  more  fell  through  fa¬ 
te,  exposure,  and  the  fatal  malignity  of  the  eli¬ 
te,  than  from  the  rifles  of  a  fierce,  crafty,  and  ac- 
'  enemy.  Those  who  have  served  a  campaign  in 
rida  will  bear  witness  that  this  was  a  service  lit- 
to  be  coveted  by  those  who  desired  either  com- 
or  distinction. 

tlr.  Chairman,  what  I  have  'said  in  reference  to 
dragoons,  applies  with  equal  justice  to  one-half 
.he  infantry  regiments  now  in  the  service.  The 
prompt  movements  made  by  the  several  corps 
o  now  form  the  army  of  occupation  in  Texas, 
le  they  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  the  officers 
men,  entitle  them  to  the  thanks  of  the  govern- 
These  movements,  Mr.  Chairman,  would 
with  the  most  active  operations  of  the  best 
>ps  of  Napoleon,  in  the  palmiest  days  of  that 
it  general.  No  troops,  either  in  this  country,  or 
Europe,  have  moved  with  more  promptitude  and 
satch  than  the  command  of  General  Taylor.  His 
mand  constitutes  half  the  available  force  now 
srvice;  and,  sir,  I  hear  of  no  “superannuated” 
supernumerary  officers  there.  I  imagine,  sir, 
are  not  to  be  found. 

et  gentlemen  go  to  the  departments  here  in  Wash- 
Dn,  from  that  of  the  commander-in-chief  to  his 


subordinate  bureaus,  and  let  them  point  to  all  the 
idlers  and  “supernumeraries”  they  will  find.  I  will 
venture  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  they  will  look  in 
vain.  They  are  not  to  be  found  there  either. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  in  time  of  peace  the 
army  are  not  generally  popular  with  the  people. 
They  are  apt  to  be  regarded  as  a  separate  and  dis¬ 
tinct  class  of  men,  having  neither  occupations  or 
sympathies  in  common  with  their  fellows.  Their 
services  in  time  of  war,  which  has  gone  by,  are 
forgotten.  Those  which  are  constantly  carried  on 
in  time  of  peace  are  overlooked  and  disregarded. 
Their  importance  to  the  country  is  neither  appre¬ 
ciated  nor  understood.  An  unjust  prejudice  has  laid 
hold  of  the  public  mind  against  this  arm  of  our  na¬ 
tional  defence. 

But  the  time  may  come,  and  that  at  no  distant 
period,  when  all  eyes  will  look  to  our  gallant  little 
army  as  the  main  pillar  of  their  temporal  salvation, 
as  the  atm  outstretched  between  our  homes  and 
families,  and  a  vindictive  hostile  force.  Let  us  now, 
then,  do  them  justice  here,  where  they  have  no 
means  to  protect  themselves  from  assault. 

Mr.  Chairman,  some  objections  have  been  raised 
to  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  on  the  ground 
that  by  it  the  appointment  of  the  officers  who  are  to 
command  the  proposed  new  regiments,  is  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  President,  who  is  required  to  se¬ 
lect  them  from  the  citizens,  instead  of  selecting  thera 
from  the  line  of  the  army.  I  do  not  consider  such 
objections  tenable.  It  is  my  belief,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  for  such  a  service  as  is  contemplated  by  thia 
bill,  frontier  men  should  be  selected  to  command,  aa 
well  as  to  form  the  ranks.  We  want  young  men 
of  good  character  and  of  temperate  habits,  ac¬ 
customed  to  the  hardships  of  a'frontier  life,  to  make 
efficient  troops  for  the  servic#  for  which  the  two 
proposed  regiments  of  riflemen  are  designed.  The 
same  principle  applies  to  the  selection  of  intelligent 
young  men  to  officer  the  regiments,  who  should  be 
capable  of  commanding,  and  familiar  with  all  the 
hardships  incident,  to  the  peculiar  service  in  which 
they  would  be  engaged. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  certainly  have  prejudice  against 
the  officers  of  the  army — far  otherwise;  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that  many  of  them  who  have  been  long 
stationed  in  good  quarters,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
polish,  and  fashion,  and  ease  of  life,  would  be  but 
poorly  qualified  to  be  thrown  on  the  frontiers,  ex¬ 
posed  to  cold  and  hunger,  and  the  diseases  incident 
t ->  such  a  life.  As  regards  this  matter,  however,  I 
am,  for  my  part,  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it  to  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  Executive,  who,  I  am  s-ure, 
will  look  alone  to  the  good  of  the  service  in  the  se¬ 
lections  that  he  may  make.  This  provision  of  the 
bill  I  am  perfectly  willing  should  be  preserved,  or 
modified,  to  suit  the  wishes  of  the  House.  My 
principal  object  is  to  obtain  an  increase  of  the 
army  commensurate  with  the  extent  of  our  fron¬ 
tier,  and  sufficient  to  send  an  adequate  force  to  the 
southwestern,  western,  and  nortwestern  borders* 
and  to  man  our  contemplated  fortifications  on  the 
route  to  Oregon  with  a  number  of  troops  sufficient 
to  insure  to  the  frontier  settlements  that  peace  and 
security  which  they  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the- 
government,  and  which,  I  am  well  assured,  this 
House  has  every  disposition  to  promote. 


Note.— The  bill  finally  passed  the  House,  modified  by  £]£ 
ing  up  the  rank  and  file  of  the  dragoons,  artillery,  and  in¬ 
fantry  companies  to  the  extent  of  SO  men  each.  it.  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  President,  it  should  be  deemed  necessary.. 
This  is  equivalent  to  an  increase  of  about  5,000  men. 


' 


